1636] LE JEUNE'S RELATION, 1636 301

with mats and bark. Then they heaped the pit with
sand, poles, and wooden stakes, which they threw in
without order. Some women brought to it some dishes
of corn; and that day, and the following days, sev-
eral Cabins of the Village provided nets quite full of
it, which were thrown upon the pit.

We have fifteen or twenty Christians interred with
these Infidels; we said for their souls a De profundis,
with a [211] strong hope that, if divine goodness
does not stop the course of its blessings upon these
Peoples, this feast will cease, or will only be for
Christians, and will take place with ceremonies as
sacred as the ones we saw are foolish and useless;
they are even now beginning to be a burden to them,
on account of the excesses and superfluous expenses
connected with them.

The whole morning was passed in giving presents;
and the greater part of the robes in which the souls
had been wrapped were cut into pieces, and thrown
from the height of the Stage into the midst of the
crowd, for any one who could get them; it was very
amusing when two or three got hold of a Beaver
skin, since, as none of them would give way, it had
to be cut into so many pieces, and thus they found
themselves almost empty-handed, for the fragment
was scarcely worth the picking up. In this connec-
tion, I admired the ingenuity of one Savage,—he
did not put himself to any trouble to run after these
flying pieces, but, as there had been nothing so valu-
able in this Country, this year, as Tobacco, he kept
some pieces of it in his hands which he immediately
offered to those who were disputing over a skin, and
[212] thus settled the matter to his own advantage.

Before going away from the place, we learned that,



